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Foreward
Seth Mallios

Archaeological investigations are cumulative. None stand
alone, no matter how remote or familiar the site location,
how ordinary or extreme the interpretation, how
grandiose or minute the endeavor. Just as the past defines
the essence of archaeological inquiry, only the future holds
the limits of what can be understood through these
endeavors. Each new discovery contributes to the current
knowledge of a given people, time period, situation, or
condition. Insights from present excavations build on
findings from past excavations. Although interpretations
vary, the amount of evidence on which to construct one's
narrative of the past grows with each new find.
Archaeological finds may lead scholars to contradict
previous beliefs, but they do not undermine past material
finds; they merely add to the available evidence. These are
the cumulative fruits of such labor, a growing knowledge of
the material past that burgeons with each new question
and blossoms with each new find.

Archaeological insight is not entirely dependent on
material quantity. Assemblage size does not necessarily
determine importance, yet excavations at relatively
artifact-rich loci, like the Association for the Preservation
of Virginia Antiquities' Jamestown Rediscovery site, offer
uncommon opportunities to go well beyond specific
archaeological information relating to the immediate area
and its human past. Any such assemblage that boasts both
large sample sizes and multiple confluent lines of
chronologically discrete material evidence can enable
deeper understandings of other sites with fewer artifacts
and less control. Larger quantities of temporally distinct
materials allow scholars to develop tools and refine
technical precision with regard to an artifact's place of
production, distribution, and use, and its chronology,
identity, manner of change, and meanings. They offer a
degree of control that smaller and less intricate
assemblages cannot. It is for this reason that artifact-rich
excavations inherit an additional analytical opportunity
and onus. Their assemblage can contain patterns that can
only be deduced through their fine resolution. Analytical
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techniques derived predominantly from these detailed
patterns can then be extended to sites with fewer artifacts, a
poorer recorded history, or an overall lesser degree of
resolution.

Historical archaeologists in the past have often lamented
the smallness of their samples in analyses of everything
from individual tobacco pipestems to the interval
between posthole bays of an earthfast structure. Over time,
however, the archaeological accumulation of historical
material culture is transforming these reservations.
Calculations and interpretations based on hundreds of
thousands of artifacts and hundreds of features
markedly bolster analytical confidence over the certainty
of a study based on dozens of sherds or isolated features. It
is for this reason that each of the four studies presented in
this second volume of the Journal of the Jamestown

Rediscovery ~ Center ~draws heavily on cumulative
archaeological data and interpretations of previous
scholars. ~ These  articles  endeavor to  stand

respectfully on the shoulders of their predecessors yet
simultaneously offer a unique intellectual contribution to the
field.

Monroe, Mallios, and Q. Emmett identify a significantly
high correlation between the temporal regression of ball-clay
and Colono pipestem bores in the volume's first article.
Drawing on data from John Cotter's 1958 Jamestown Report
and ongoing Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities excavations at Jamestown Island, they
demonstrate that like trends affected the production of both
types of pipe. Thus, analytical techniques that have been used
for decades on ball-clay pipestems--including mean date
formulas and occupational histograms--can be effectively
extended to Colono pipes, as long as certain chronological
restrictions and formal nuances are respected.

In the second article, Schmidt and Haven pinpoint a likely
harvest location for oysters consumed by the earliest
European colonists at James Fort. On the basis of oyster shell
size and associated ecological attributes from a Fort-Period
faunal sample, they suggest the existence and exploitation of
an old intertidal oyster reef twelve miles east of Jamestown
Island. A comparison of different predatory marks on these
shells--holes from various boring sponge, oyster drills, etc.--
with hydrographic salinity restrictions on the species isolates
a probable historical locus for harvesting oysters.

Mallios and S. Emmett examine fluctuations in the supply
and demand of copper in an intercultural setting at early
Jamestown in the third article. Their synthesis of historical
evidence, archaeological evidence, and general economic
principles offers insight into the demise of copper as a
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paramount spiritual good for the indigenous Powhatans in
the 17th-century Chesapeake. In the process, Mallios and
Emmett develop a dating tool based on the amount of copper
inan archaeological assemblage. This technique is then
successfully extended into analyses of colonial Jamestown's
contemporary hinterland.

In the volume's final article, Hudgins also focuses on the
copper from James Fort, but his analysis emphasizes the
potential industrial role the fledgling colony played for
historical brass manufacturing in England. Uniting
investigations of select physical characteristics of the copper
waste with associated metallurgical remains leads Hudgins to
examine industrial and biographical connections between the
Virginia Company and the copper companies of England. He
concludes that interrelated aspects of these economic
enterprises produced common colonial and industrial
objectives.

The relative enormity and tight temporal control of
Jamestown's early colonial copper assemblage fuel
significantly different yet complementary interpretations of
the often disparate socioeconomic intentions and actions of
individuals in the Chesapeake colony during the first decades
of the 17th century. Historical archaeologists have long
appreciated the analytical and interpretive benefits of large
assemblages and the redoubtable opportunities that these
endeavors provide for sites with significantlylesser degrees of
resolution. However, collaborative intellectual efforts based
on widespread data sharing and synthesis rarely characterize
the current output of the field. The Journal of the Jamestown
Rediscovery Center strongly supports inclusive and synthetic
studies. Its use of explicit data sets, its accessibility on the web,
and its emphasis on rigorous analyses encourage further
collaborative and collective insights.

Seth Mallios

Founding Editor

f-2

Seth Mallios
Foreward
Available from https://www.historicjamestowne.org




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




